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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under tne provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 July 2006 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 2,3 and 5-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) E<] Claim(s) 1 and 4 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 1 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)ED The drawing(s) filed on 26 April 2004 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 2-3, and 5-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Muto (US 5335211.) 

3. With respect to claim 2 Muto discloses a calibration assembly for use in an , 
electronic timepiece, wherein the calibration assembly is for initializing the position of a 
display hand that conveys information displayable on the timepiece, the calibration 
assembly comprising: a contro lle r (c i rcu i t block it e m 22, column 6 li n e 20) fo r prov i d i ng 
s i gn al s ; a stepper motor (253, figure 2) op e rat i v el y coup le d to the contro lle r a nd 
r e sponsiv e to th e sign a ls , for rotating the at least one display hand (13 figure 1) in at 
least one of a clockwise and counterclockwise direction in predefined increments; one 
or more gears (253e and 262 figure 2) for operatively coupling the rotor of the stepper 
motor to the display hand, wherein a channel (201a figure 2) is formed within at least 
one of the one or more gears; and wherein a tab (253g) is provided and positioned to be 
abuttable against an edge of the channel; such that wh e n the controll e r c a uses th e rotor 
to rotat e i n a pr e d e t e rm i n e d d i r e ct i on to c a us e th e t a b to abut a ga i nst th e e dg e of th e 
chann el , th e pos i t i on of th e d isplay hand i s in an i n i ti ali z ed pos i tion means, operatively 
coupled to the stepper motor, to rotate in a first direction a number of steps that is at 
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least the total of (i) the maximum number of steps needed to rotate the display hand 
from an initial position on the display to a position such that the display hand would 
indicate the maximum value on the display and (ii) the number of steps needed to rotate 
the display hand from the initial position on the display to the position such that the 
channel abuts against the tab and thereafter, for causing the rotor of the stepper motor 
to rotate in a direction opposite the first direction the same number of steps needed 
from when the display hand would be at the initial position on the display to the position 
such that the channel abuts against the tab. (The means is the controller, circuit block 
item 22, and column 6, line 20. The described forward backward movement of the 
stepper motor is consistent with the general operation of the device in particular as it 
applies to the stepping more associated with item 13 figure 1. The stepping motor is 
made to step a number of steps forward until it reaches its maximum value or is stopped 
by the user and than when reset it is stepped backward the same number of steps to its 
starting value.) 

4. With respect to claim 3 Muto discloses a calibration assembly for use in an 
electronic timepiece, wherein the calibration assembly is for initializing the position of a 
display hand that conveys information displayable on the timepiece, the calibration 
assembly comprising: a cefrtroJJer feircwt block item 22. ooiumn-6 lme- 20) for -proving 
signals; a stepper motor (253, figure 2) operattvely coupted-to-the-controWef and 
r-espof^ve te4be signete, for rotating the at least one display hand (12 figure 1) in at 
least one of a clockwise and counterclockwise direction in predefined increments 
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(column 6 lines 18-44); one or more gears (253e and 262 figure 2) for operatively 
coupling the rotor of the stepper motor to the display hand, wherein at least one of the 
one or more gears includes a tab (51 1c, figure 5a) extending therefrom; and wherein a 
stopper (52 figure 5a) is provided and positioned to be abuttable against the tab; such 

It tC? tdU l\J dUUt CJycilMOl ItIC CJlUppCr, tr rtir ^t^otxlwti ^rf iTt^ AJrC^fjtcay tranu t O irr at t t r tit 1 0 1 1 Z. CU 

position means, operatively coupled to the stepper motor, for causing the rotor of the 
stepper motor to rotate in a first direction a number of steps that is at least the total of (i) 
the maximum number of steps needed to rotate the display hand from an initial position 
on the display to a position such that the display hand would indicate the maximum 
value on the display and (ii) the number of steps needed to rotate the display hand from 
the initial position on the display to the position such that the tab abuts against the 
stopper and thereafter, for causing the rotor of the stepper motor to rotate in a direction 
opposite the first direction the same number of steps needed from when the display 
hand would be at the initial position on the display to the position such that the tab abuts 
against the stopper. (The means is the controller, circuit block item 22, and column 6, 
line 20. The described forward backward movement of the stepper motor is consistent 
with the general operation of the device in particular as it applies to the stepping more 
associated with item 13 figure 1 . The stepping motor is made to step a number of steps 
forward until it reaches its maximum value or is stopped by the user and than when 
reset it is stepped backward the same number of steps to its starting value.) 
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5. With respect to claim 5 Muto discloses the calibration assembly as claimed in 
claim 2, wherein the tab (253g figure 2) is an integral part of the housing of the 
timepiece. 

6. With respect to claim 6 Muto discloses the calibration assembly as claimed in 
claim 2, wherein the GontFoWer means, after the display hand has been placed in the . 
initialized position, provides signals for rotating the rotor of the stepping motor in a 
direction opposite the predetermined first direction a predetermined number of steps so 
as to position the display hand to indicate an initial value (column 6 lines 18-44.) 

7. With respect to claim "^Muto discloses the calibration assembly as claimed in 
claim 6, wherein the predetermined number of steps is the number of steps needed 
from the position such that the display hand is indicating the initial value to the position 
such that the channel would abut against the tab. (Initial value is the left most point of 
the indicating hand, P1, column 6 lines 35-40.) 

8. With respect to claim 8 Muto discloses the calibration assembly as claimed in 
claim 3, wherein the stopper is coupled to the housing of the timepiece (52 figure 5a.) 

9. With respect to claim 9 Muto discloses the calibration assembly as claimed in 
claim 3, wherein the controller means, after the display hand has been placed in an 
initialized position, provides signals for rotating the rotor of the stepping motor in a 
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direction opposite the predetermined first direction a predetermined number of steps so 
as to position the display hand to indicate an initial value (column 6 lines 18-44.) 

With respect to claim 10 Muto discloses the calibration assembly as claimed in claim 9, 
wherein the predetermined number of steps is the number of steps needed from the 
position such that the display hand is indicating the initial value to the position such that 
the tab would abut against the stopper. (Initial value is the left most point of the 
indicating hand, P1, column 6 lines 35-40.) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claims 1 and 4 allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed 7/18/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

12. Applicant asserts that independent claims 2 and 3 are now allowable because 
they have been amended to include the limitations of claims 1 and 4. Examiner does not 
agree that the independent claims 2 and 3 (as amended) have the claim limitations of 
claims 1 and 4. Claims 1 and 4 are methods of calibration while claims 2 and 3 are 
derived toward a device capable of performing said calibration. The examiner was 
unable to find evidence of a method of calibration that involved "rotating the rotor of the 
motor in a direction opposite the first direction the same number of steps needed from 
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the initial position on the display to the position such that the channel would abut 
against the tab" (as was indicated in the previous office action.) However, 
structures/devices that perform these limitations are known as is indicated in the above 
rejection. 



Conclusion 

13. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sean Kayes whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8931. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kammie Cuneo can be reached on (571) 272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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